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Informational Interview with Professor Erin Gray 

 I conducted my informational interview on Friday, May 15th, with Professor Gray. She is 

an English professor at UC Davis, who I had the pleasure of having taught my 20th Century 

African American Poetry course. I attended her class virtually last spring, but I never got the 

chance to talk to her in depth. She has three degrees: a bachelors, masters, and PhD found my 

interview to be very insightful and impactful because she didn’t make me feel like I was wasting 

her time or asking too many questions. After an hour-long interview, I got a lot of useful 

information. Professor Gray has her bachelor’s degree in English and uses it to teach her English 

courses 167 and 41 (Literature and Media).  

 Secondly, when we were given the assignment, she was one of the first people that came 

to mind because of my interest in her class and the fact that I still did not know her that well. The 

main challenge was getting our schedules to align. This was mainly because I am a full-time 

student and a part time retail worker, while she has many duties as a professor. I was worried, we 

were going to have to cancel because of our schedule conflicts. I had emailed her initially back in 

April and she told me May 10th. I had reached out to her to confirm because I had not heard 

anything in a week, and I didn’t contact my back up person. However, she ended up emailing me 

the day before, so we could reschedule. We ended up making this past Friday work, which I was 

so happy for, and she was punctual. Other than scheduling issues our interview went on as 

promised without any issues. 
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 Thirdly, she gave me great advice on continuing a higher education and her trajectory as 

a professor/writer. Professor Gray helped me understand that masters and a PhD are great but can 

be challenging. I had shared with her my plans on taking a gap year before deciding if I want to 

go to graduate school to further my creative writing career. She told me that she recommends 

students get their masters first before seeking out other degrees, which was actually very helpful. 

Professor Gray mainly recommends this to students who can secure funding to support their 

education, because it can be a financial hardship. We also talked about how she got her master’s 

degree and worked at a press company sending out press releases, while still having a career as a 

writer. Professor Gray also talked about how she too, knew when she was younger, she was 

going to be a writer and since has published an array of articles with one co-authored book. I was 

shocked at how relatable Professor Gray was to my background. We both are first generation and 

the first in our family to take literature so seriously. I was astounded to learn that she was just as 

passionate as I and maybe more.  

 Lastly, my interview with Professor Gray was not at all stuffy, but very nice and 

refreshing. I was not sure what to expect in the beginning, but I am glad I got to do the interview. 

I do not know if I could be a professor because that career path is quite hectic, but I could be a 

host of a monthly writing workshop. When it comes to the Odyssey Plans, I would add this in for 

life one. I want to do something like this soon, sometime in the Summer, but I would start it off 

small, and grow it, as I become more established. I could see myself creating a workshop and 

presenting it to different organizations as a pitch. I would love to get more people involved in the 

writing industry, because I want to inspire people. I would love to help more people of color 

break into literature because we need more of us when it comes to representation. Professor Gray 

also touched on the lack of representation and the repetition of white classics being taught, so 
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there are many voices waiting to be heard. This is one of the main reasons she teaches ENL 167, 

to emphasize the works of Black writers who most may not know exist besides their popular 

work. She is very passionate about closing the gap and exposing others to Black artists from the 

past to the present. I found it very interesting that I could touch on this subject and see that there 

is still a lot of work to be done. I found myself being so comfortable with her, it felt like she was 

a potential mentor and not a professor. Now that the connection has been established, I hope we 

can maintain the contact.  

 


