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Straight Outta Compton 

 The movie “Straight Outta Compton” tells the story of a music group’s struggles and rise 

to fame during the 1980’s in L.A. Most importantly, the movie showcases a myriad of police 

encounters that member of the group have while being Black living in L.A. The movie 

emphasizes the violence that is inflicted on African Americans during the time. This movie 

enhances our perspective on what it means to be a target not just for the police or system, but in 

America as a whole. Unfortunately, the police is just one of the many tools used to keep 

instilling fear and resentment into Black bodies who historically have not been able to trust the 

police because of the racial tensions and violence. This movie further exposes the broken police 

force abuse of power and downright harassment to African Americans, most specifically Black 

males. 

 Firstly, “Straight Outta Compton” sends a powerful opening message that sets the tone 

for the rest of the movie with audio of news reports. These news reports refer to the “War On 

Drugs” agenda and gang violence. They use coded language1 like terms “violent street gangs” 

instead of other terms to discuss and formally label African Americans as criminals. This 

opening segment of the movie adds to a stereotypical narrative of how Whites already view the 

majority if not all African Americans to be. This language and narrative are effortlessly blended 

in with implicit bias that creates fear mongering in society. This narrative generalizes African 

Americans by portraying them to be “violent” and “menacing” as plainly put terms from the 

 
1 Term used in “Undoing The Black Freedom Struggle” (lecture 15) to describe conservatives or whites attempting 

to convey or discuss their racial bias by using terms that are not considered racist. 
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news audio. These stories are cherry picked and put out to the public to keep the racial divide 

going because of how deep institutional racism is in society from then until now. This news 

audio further adds to the hysteria and racial tensions to carry out an agenda to target African 

Americans with the police being used as one of the main weapons of terror. 

 Secondly, the movie gives the audience another brush with the law sixteen minutes in 

when “Ice Cube” is harassed by the police for no apparent reason at all. He is simply trying to 

get home when a white officer approaches him with, “Where the f*ck you going?” This scene 

further deepens the understanding of police overwhelming presence in predominantly Black 

neighborhoods where they say most of the “crime” is happening. This is a case of the white 

policeman instigating or looking for trouble to assault a Black body and lock him up. The whole 

encounter is inappropriate from the language to his handling of Ice Cube because he roughly 

searches him and interrogates him without any probable cause. This is a perfect example to what 

Keeanga Taylor is referring to when she says, “You cannot truly be free when the police are able 

to set upon you at will, for no particular reason at all.”2 African Americans still do not have 

complete free will and control of their life or bodies even when there is still authority 

micromanaging them to the fullest degree instead of policing over society as a whole. The 

policeman in this movie is abusing his power to exert control and force over Ice Cube for ill 

intent rather than trying to solve crime and keep the community safe as is part of their job 

description. 

Thirdly, one of the most profound scenes the movie that enhances the reality of tensions 

between police and African Americans is the song, “F*ck The Police.” This song is where the 

group focuses their frustrations with unlawful police encounters that they experienced. The lyrics 

 
2 Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta. From #BlackLivesMatter to Black liberation. 2016. 108. 
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detail them being harassed because of their “brown” complexion and how that has affected them 

mentally. This voices the frustration of a long deep-rooted history of racism that “in return for 

nearly 250 years of toil, African Americans had received nothing but rape, whippings, murder, 

the dismemberment of families, and forced subjugation, illiteracy, and abject poverty.”3 This 

song stirred controversy and even a letter from the FBI because of their “disrespect” to the 

police, who had long since been attacking them all along. The song was their right to express 

what happened to them to let the police as well as their listeners know that police brutality is 

very real and should be treated as such. The song challenges the authority of the police and 

discusses the abuse of power they have been subjected to. Thus, the song allowed the group to 

put out a narrative in their own perspective, since the media had tried to write and discredit 

African Americans for so long. 

All in all, the movie paints a clear picture that enhances the harsh truth behind police’s 

heavy presence in the African American community. The movie also highlights the effects of it 

on African Americans because it makes people feel powerless and second-class citizens in the 

place they are supposed to feel at “home” yet their livelihood is threatened on a daily basis. 

“Straight Outta Compton” touches on a lot of deeply rooted issues when discussing the issue of 

policing in African American neighborhoods and their treatment towards the communities versus 

the treatment of their own. African Americans are forcefully searched and addressed with harsh 

language or slurs, yet they are still expected to respect the police regardless of how they are 

treated. Lastly, “Straight Outta Compton” further helps provide perspective on the battle and 

tensions between the two by providing examples in history that have yet to be corrected. 

 
3 Anderson, Carol. White rage: the unspoken truth of our racial divide. 2016. 9. 


